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GEOGRAPHY

Å Doubly landlocked country in Central 
Asia 

Å Area: 447,400 km² (172,700 sq mi) 
/almost the size of the State of California 

(163,696 mi²)

Å Borders: Kazakhstan (north), Kyrgyzstan 
(northeast), Tajikistan (southeast), 
Afghanistan (south), Turkmenistan 
(southwest)

Å Terrain: Mostly flat-to-rolling sandy 
desert with dunes; Intensely irrigated 
river valleys along Amu Darya, Syr Darya, 
and Zarafshon 

Å Highest point: Khazret Sultan at 4,643 m 
(15,233 ft)

Å Climate: Continental, with hot summers 
and cool winters



UZBEKISTAN MAPS 
AND FACTS

Population

Å Total: Approximately 39 million (2023 estimate) 

Å Density: 74.1/km▬ (191.9/sq mi) 

Å Largest city: Tashkent (Capital) -  population over 2.5 million 

Å Ethnic composition: Uzbek (83.8%), Tajik (4.8%), Kazakh (2.5%), 

Russian (2.3%), Karakalpak (2.2%), others (4.4%) 

Å Languages: Uzbek (official), Russian widely used 

Å Religion: Predominantly Muslim (88%), Eastern Orthodox (9%), 

other (3%)

Major Cities: 

1. Tashkent (2,603,243)

2. Samarkand (614,309)

3. Namangan (551,431)

4. Andizhan (460,322)

5. Nukus (358,790)

Currency: Uzbekistani Soum

GDP:  $57.92 Billion



UZBEKISTAN 
NATIONAL FLAG AND 
COAT OF ARMS 

The crescent and star inside the eight-pointed star are the 

sacred symbols of Islam. The mythical bird Semurg with 
outstretched wings is placed in the center of the emblem as 
the symbol of the national Renaissance. The entire 

composition aims to express to desire of the Uzbek people 
for peace, happiness and prosperity. ֿכ

Blue is the symbol of the sky and water, which are the main 
source of life. Mainly, blue was the color of the state flag of 
Temur.

White is the traditional symbol of peace and good luck, as 
Uzbek people say òOk yuló.

Green is the color of nature and new life and good harvest.
Two thin red stripes symbolize the power of life.
There is a new moon, which symbolizes the newly 

independent Republic.
There are twelve stars, which stand for spiritual sign. The 

stars also signify the historical traditions of the Uzbek 
people, as well as ancient solar calendar.



HISTORICAL EMPIRES

P E R SI AN  E M P I RE  

( 6 TH- 4 T H  C E N T U R I E S  B C E )

I nc o rpo rat ed  pa r ts  

o f  modern 

Uzbek ist a n

A L E X A N D E R T H E  
G RE A T ' S  E M PI R E  ( 4T H  

C E N T U R Y  B C E )

Con quered th e  

reg ion,  f ound in g  

c i t i es  l i k e  

Sa ma rka nd

T U R K I C KH A GA N A T E  
( 6 T H- 8 T H  C E N T U R I E S  C E )

Turk i c  rule  a nd 

c ul t ura l  i nf l uen ce

A R A B C A L I P HA T E  
( 8 T H- 9 T H  C E N T U R I E S )

Brought  I s lam t o  

t he  reg ion

S A M A N I D E M P I RE  
( 9 T H- 1 0 T H  CE N T U R I E S )

Pers ian  

rena is sa nc e  in 

Cen tra l  As ia



HISTORICAL EMPIRES (CONT.)

MONGOL EMPI RE 
(13 TH- 14 TH  
CENTU RI ES)

Gengh is Kha n's  

c onques t an d rule

T I M U R I D  EM P I RE  
( 1 4 T H- 1 5 T H  
C EN T U R I E S)

Golden a ge  o f  a r t  

a nd  s c ien ce

S HAY B AN I D A N D  J AN I D  
D Y N A ST I E S  ( 1 6 T H- 1 8 T H  

C EN T U R I E S)

Uzbek  kh an at es  

pe r iod

RU SSI AN EMPI RE 
(19 TH CENTU RY )

Gra dua l  c onques t 

o f  Cent ra l  As ia

SOVI ET U NI ON 
(19 24- 19 91)

Uzbek  SSR  

es ta b l i s hed;  

modern bo rde rs  

de f ined



FAMOUS PEOPLE 
OF UZBEKISTAN

Abu Ali ibn Sina (Avicenna)- His most 

significant contributions include "The Book of 

Healing," a scientific encyclopedia covering 

various disciplines, it is divided the field into 

geometry, astronomy, arithmetic, and music, each 

with further subdivisions. He had first coined the 

term åQuarantineæ in his work. At that time, he 

doubted that there were few diseases that get 

transmitted by microorganismsand its prevention 

was known only by optingself-distancing the 

public for 40 days.

Al - Biruni is one of the major figures 

of Islamic mathematics. He contributed to 

astronomy, mathematics, physics, 

medicine and history. He introduced 

techniques to measure the earth and 

distances on it using triangulation. He 

found the radius of the earth to be 

6339.6 km, a value not obtained in the 

West until the 16th century. (According 

to NASA, Earth's radius at the equator 

is 3,963 miles (6,378 kilometers), while 

the radius at the poles is 3,950 miles 

(6,356 km).

Amir Timur - All Turkic peoples 

are proud of the Great Son of 

the Uzbek people, the ancestor 

of genius, the famous fighter 

and military leader Sokhibkiron 

Amir Temur who contributed 

greatly to the formation and 

development of the Uzbek 

statehood.



FAMOUS PEOPLE 
OF UZBEKISTAN

Muhammad ibn Musa Al-Khorazmi- 
The word åalgorithmæ is actually derived 

from a Latinized version of Al-

Khwarizmiès name. Further, the word 

åalgebraæ is drawn from a portion of the 

title of his most famous book,Al-Kitab al-
mukhtasar fi hisab Al-Jabr wa'l-muqabala, 
translated asThe Compendious Book on 
Calculation by Completion and 
Balancingand otherwise known asAl-
Jabr.

Alisher Navoi - The literary heritage 

of Alisher Navoi is about 30 collections 

of poems, scientific works and poetic 

treatises. They fully reveal the spiritual 

life in Central Asia, which experienced a 

flourishing of arts and sciences at the 

end of the 15th century. Under the pen 

name Navoi, Alisher was among the key 

writers who revolutionized the literary 

use of the Turkic languages.

Imam al Bukhari - was a 9th-

centuryMuslimmuhaddith (scholar) who 

is widely regarded as the most 

important hadith scholar in thehistory of 

Sunni Islam. 

Hadith - is a report attributed to the 

Prophet Muhammad, describing his 

words and actions and representing the 

chief source for knowing his authoritative 

precedent

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslims
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhaddith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Sunni_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Sunni_Islam


FAMOUS PEOPLE 
OF UZBEKISTAN

Mirzo Ulugbekð Stars and planets 

researcher, his Observatory

The result of the work was the åGurgan 

Zijæ, a star catalog, in which the 

astronomer described 1018  stars and 

divided them into 38 constellations.

Mirzo Ulugbek was able to calculate the 

stellar year length with unprecedented 

accuracy ã 365  days, 6 hours, 10 

minutes, 8 seconds, and the error was 

less than a minute. He determined the 

inclination of the Earthès axis. During his 

lifetime, the scientific works of Ulugbek 

were known all over the world. Chinese 

wrote and talked about him and used the 

astronomical calculations of Ulugbek. 

After 200  years, the British scientists 

were engaged in the discoveries of 

Ulugbek. His scientific works were 

translated into Latin.



MODERN NOTABLE 
PERSONALITIES

Á Islam Karimov (1938-2016): First 

President of independent Uzbekistan

Á Shavkat Mirziyoyev (1957-present): 

Current President of Uzbekistan

Á Rustam Kasimdzhanov (1979-

present): Chess Grandmaster, FIDE 

World Champion 2004-2005

Á Oksana Chusovitina (1975-present): 

Olympic gymnast with a career 

spanning three decades

Á Abdullaev Jahongir (1981-present): 

Boxer, Olympic gold medalist

Á Ravshan Irmatov (1977-present): 

Football referee, officiated in multiple 

FIFA World Cups

Á Behzod Abduraimov (1990 ã present): 

the most perfectly accomplished 

pianist of his generation

Á Ruslan Chagaev (1978- present) 

Boxer, Several World Champion

Shavkat Mirziyoyev

Islom Karimov

Oksana Chusovitina
Behzod Abduraimov

Rustam Kasimdzhanov



MODERN NOTABLE 
PERSONALITIES

Á Islam Karimov (1938-2016): First 

President of independent Uzbekistan

Á Shavkat Mirziyoyev (1957-present): 

Current President of Uzbekistan

Á Rustam Kasimdzhanov (1979-present): 

Chess Grandmaster, FIDE World 

Champion 2004-2005

Á Oksana Chusovitina (1975-present): 

Olympic gymnast with a career spanning 

three decades

Á Behzod Abdurakhmanov (1990- present) 

freestyle wrestler and mixed martial artist.

Á Ravshan Irmatov (1977-present): Football 

referee, officiated in multiple FIFA World 

Cups

Á Behzod Abduraimov (1990 ã present): 

the most perfectly accomplished pianist 

of his generation

Á Ruslan Chagaev (1978- present): Boxer, 

Several World Champion

Á Makhmud Muradov (1990- present): 

mixed martial artist, first Uzbek UFC 

fighter

Ruslan Chagaev

Behzod Abdurakhmanov Ravshan Irmatov

Makhmud Muradov



MOST VISITED 
CITIES

Å S a m a r k a n d :  'C r o s s r o a d s  o f  
C u l t u re s '  U N E S C O  W o r l d  
H e r i t a g e  s i t e

Å B u k h a r a :  A n c i e n t  c i ty  o n  
t h e  S i l k  R o a d ,  k n o w n  a s  
' N o b l e  B u k h a r a '

Å K h i v a :  O p e n- a i r  m u s e u m  
c i ty  w i t h  w e l l- p r e s e r v e d  
m e d i e va l  a r c h i t e c t u r e

Å Ta s h k e n t :  M o d e r n  c a p i t a l ,  
b l e n d  o f  S o v i e t  a n d  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r c h i t e c t u r e

Å S h a k h r i s a b z:  B i r t h p l a c e  o f  
T i m u r,  h o m e  t o  Ak- S a r a y  
Pa l a c e  r u i n s

Å F e r g a n a :  H e a r t  o f  t h e  
f e r t i l e  F e r g a n a  Va l l e y,  
k n o w n  fo r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
c r a f t s

Å N u k u s :  C a p i t a l  of  
K a r a k a l p a k s t a n ,  f a m o u s  
f o r  i t s  a va n t- g a rd e  a r t  
m u s e u m



SAMARKAND

ÅUNESCO World Heritage site since 

2001

Å Population: Over 500,000

Å Famous for Registan Square: Three 

grand madrasahs (Ulugh Beg, Sher-

Dor, and Tilya-Kori)

Å Home to Ulugh Beg's Observatory: 

Advanced astronomical instruments 

of its time

Å Bibi-Khanym Mosque: Once one of 

the Islamic world's largest mosques

Å Gur-e-Amir: Mausoleum of Timur 

and his descendants

Å Shah-i-Zinda: Avenue of 

mausoleums, a masterpiece of 

tilework

Å Modern Samarkand: Important 

industrial and cultural center



BUKHARA
ÅAncient city on the Silk Road, over 

2,000 years old

Å UNESCO World Heritage site since 

1993

Å Population: Approximately 

280,000

Å Over 140 architectural monuments 

from the Middle Ages

Å Notable landmarks:

- Kalyan Minaret: 45.6 meters tall, 

also known as the 'Tower of Death'

- Ark Fortress: Massive fortress, 

residence of Bukhara's emirs

- Lyab-i Hauz: 16th-17th century 

architectural ensemble

- Ismail Samani Mausoleum: One of 

Central Asia's oldest Islamic 

buildings

Å Center for Islamic theology, 

philosophy, and poetry

Å Famous for its bazaars, 

caravanserais, and traditional 

hammams



KHIVA
Å A n c i e n t  c i t y  i n  K ho r e z m R e g i o n,  f o u n d e d  o v e r  2 , 5 0 0  y e a r s  a g o

Å I t c h a n K a la  ( In ne r  T o w n) :  U N ES C O W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  s i t e

Å P o p u l a t i o n :  A r o un d  9 0 , 0 0 0

Å W a l l e d  i n n e r  c i t y  c o nt a in s  5 1  a n c i e nt  m o n u m e n t a l  s t ru c t u re s

Å F a m o us  l a n d m a r k s :

Å Ju m a  M o s q u e :  K n o wn  fo r  i t s  2 1 3  c a r v e d  wo o d e n p i l l a rs

Å K uh n a A r k :  O l d  fo r t re s s  a nd  r e s i d e n c e  o f  K h iv a ' s  r u l e r s

Å I s l a m  K h o ja  M i n a re t :  T a l l e s t  m i n a re t  i n  U zb e k is t a n ( 5 7  m e t e rs )

Å T a s h- K ha u l i P a l a c e :  1 9 t h  c e nt ur y  ' S t o n e  P a l a c e '

Å W e l l- p r e s e r ve d  e x a m p l e  o f  M u s l i m  a rc h i t e c t ur e  i n  C e n t ra l  A s i a

Å I m p o r t a n t  c e n t e r  fo r  t he  s t ud y  o f  O r i e n t a l  m a nu s c r i p t s



FERGANA VALLEY 
ANDIJAN, FERGANA 
AND NAMANGANð 
PEARL OF 
UZBEKISTAN

Ferghana Valley is usually 

called the Pearl of 

Uzbekistan. This 

incredibly authentic and 

picturesque place has 

been famous all over the 

world since ancient times 

for historical monuments, 

craftsmen who created 

unique examples of folk 

arts and crafts. 

Previously, it was the 

territory of the Kokand 

Khanate, and here much 

testifies to the former 

greatness of this area.



TASHKENT-  CAPITAL 
OF UZBEKISTAN

Å Capital and largest city of 

Uzbekistan 

Å Population: Over 2.5 million Å 

Modern urban center rebuilt after 

the 1966 earthquake 

Å Key attractions: - Tashkent Tower: 

375-meter-tall TV tower with 

observation deck - Chorsu Bazaar: 

Large traditional market in the old 

town - Amir Timur Museum: 

Dedicated to the national hero 

Timur - State Museum of History of 

Uzbekistan - Alisher Navoi Opera 

and Ballet Theater 

Å Educational hub with numerous 

universities and research institutes 

Å Major transport hub with Central 

Asia's busiest airport 

Å Metro system known for its ornate 

stations



UZBEK NATIONAL 
ATTIRES

Tradit ional Uzbek clothes are ver y 
bright , beaut i ful and cozy.  Uzbek 
c lothes are a par t  of rich cul tural 
t radit ions and l i festy le of Uzbek 
people . In urban p laces i t is 
uncommon to meet people in 
t radit ional Uzbek clothes,  now it  is 
worn on t radit ional fest iv i ti es and 
hol idays.  But  in rural p laces i t is st i l l  a 
par t  of ever yday and hol iday 
garments.



UZBEK NATIONAL 
ATTIRES



UZBEK NATIONAL 
ATTIRES



UZBEK CUISINE
Å Plov (Pilaf): National 

dish, rice with meat, 
carrots, and spices

Å Shashlik: Skewered 

and grilled meat, 
often lamb or beef

Å Somsa: Baked or 

fried pastries with 
various fillings (meat, 

pumpkin, potato)

Å Non: Traditional 

round flatbread, 
integral to Uzbek 

meals

Å Lagman: Hand-

pulled noodles with 
meat and vegetables

Å Shurpa: Rich meat 

and vegetable soup

Å Manti: Large 

steamed dumplings 
filled with meat or 

pumpkin

Å Dimlama: Slow-

cooked meat and 
vegetable stew

Å Chuchvara: Small 

boiled dumplings 
served in broth or on 

their own

Å Tandyr bread: Bread 

baked in a clay oven 
(tandyr)


