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1453
Constantinople fell to
the Ottoman Turks,
marking the end of the
Byzantine Empire.

1765
Patrick Henry de-
nounced the Stamp Act
before Virginia’s House
of Burgesses.

1790
Rhode Island became
the 13th original colony
to ratify the United
States Constitution.

1943
Norman Rockwell’s
portrait of “Rosie the
Riveter” appeared on
the cover of The Satur-
day Evening Post.

1953
Mount Everest was
conquered as Edmund
Hillary of New Zealand
and Tensing Norgay of
Nepal became the first
climbers to reach the
summit.

1988
President Ronald Rea-
gan and Soviet leader
Mikhail S. Gorbachev
opened their historic
summit in Moscow.

2008
The Vatican issued a de-
cree stating that anyone
trying to ordain a woman
as a priest and any
woman who attempted
to receive the ordination
would incur automatic
excommunication.

Birthdays
Former Baseball Com-
missioner Fay Vincent
is 80. Movie composer
Danny Elfman is 65. Ac-
tor Rupert Everett is 59.
Singer Melissa Ether-
idge is 57. Rock musi-
cian Noel Gallagher is
51. NBA player Carmelo
Anthony is 34.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Tiffany Haddish’s
ex-husband sues
over her biography
Tiffany Haddish referred
to her ex-husband
anonymously in her
biography “The Last
Black Unicorn,” but Wil-
liam Stewart says she’s
obviously referring to
him since he’s the only
person to whom she’s
been married.
Stewart outed himself
with a lawsuit in which
he refuted Haddish’s
allegations that he
abused and stalked the
“The Last O.G.” star
during their five-year
marriage.
The Army veteran is su-
ing for libel, slander and
defamation and asking
for more than $1million
in damages.
— Cicero Estrella, Bay Area
News Group

Star report

SUNDAY’S
WINNING NUMBERS
Daily 3Afternoon:
9, 3, 4
Daily 3Evening: 1, 9, 5
Daily 4: 4, 5, 9, 3
Fantasy 5:
24, 28, 37, 38, 39
Daily Derby
1st: 9, Winning Spirit,
2nd: 5, California Classic,
3rd: 3, Hot Shot
Race Time: 1:46.13
SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Saturday’s drawing:
4, 25, 30, 42, 47
Mega number: 23
Wednesday’sestimated
jackpot: $18million
MEGA MILLIONS
Friday’s drawing:
11, 14, 51, 64, 68
Mega number: 25
Tuesday’s estimated
jackpot: $84million
POWERBALL
Saturday’s drawing:
1, 21, 31, 45, 49
Powerball: 21
Wednesday’sestimated
jackpot: $60million

LOTTERY

ment to those who died in
the Armed Forces by Mar-
tha Vomacka, whose son,
Private First Class Robert
Stewart was killed in Viet-
nam. She was assisted by
Unit 7 Auxiliary President
Maria Lopez and SilviaHill-
yer, Unit 77 past president.

But it was left to Ven-
ables, a 50-year resident of
Woodland and U.S. Army
veteran, to capture the
meaning of the day.

Venables served two
years in the Army’s Field
Artillery and four years in
the Army Reserves. He is
also a member of Legion
Yolo Post 77, but is best
known as the owner of the
former Woodland Travel,
which at one time was one
of the largest travel agen-
cies in Northern California.

Venables was introduced
by Hunter, who deliber-
ately mispronounced his
last name several times as
Venables and the audience
laughed.

Venables continued
the jest by saying he only
agreed to speak after nego-
tiating a speakers fee with
Legion Member Vince Ol-
vera. “Thanks very much
for that introduction,” Ven-
ables said to Hunter, “even
though you screwed it up a
little bit.”

Then Venables said when
he was asked if he would

like to be the speaker he
noted that “every penny
counts” and he negotiated
with Olvera for at least 20
minutes before we agreed
on a fee of $50.

“So I sent him a check
and here I am,” he said.

In a more serious vein,
Venables talked about Me-
morial Day and how the
day should be spent hon-
oring those who have lost
their lives “defending ours”
but that many others take
the day off to go shopping
or simply rest. He also ex-

plained that a lot of people
also confuse Memorial Day
with Veterans Day, which is
celebrated on Nov. 11 each
year to commemorate the
end of World War I.

This year, Venables said,
the 100th anniversary of the
end ofWWIwill be remem-
bered locally with a parade
along Woodland’s Main
Street to the old Railroad
Depot on Lincoln Avenue.

It was from the Railroad
Depot thatmen fromWood-
land and Yolo County left to
serve overseas, some of who

never returned alive.
“Over 900 men boarded

trains,” he said, “when the
entire population of Yolo
County was only 14,000 ...
It was a huge proportion
of Yolo County, and 31 of
these men paid the ulti-
mate price.”

He also talked about
World War II and how
Woodlander Hans Chris-
tiansen was one of the first
to die in the Dec. 7, 1941, at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii, by the Japanese. Chris-
tiansen was killed while

climbing aboard his aircraft
to take on Japanese fighters.

Later, Venables recalled
those who died in Korea,
Vietnam and Afghanistan,
including the death of Neil
Roberts, a Navy SEAL, who
lost his life while defending
his comrades during a fire-
fight in Afghanistan.

It was only last Thurs-
day, that a now-retiredNavy
SEAL received the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor for
his role in trying to res-
cue Roberts. A number of
SEALs died in that effort.

Many of these people are
memorialized with their
names carved on black
stones at the old Yolo County
Courthouse and Venables
urged people to pay their re-
spects when possible.

The service also recog-
nized those members of
Post 77 who have died over
the last year, including
Frank L. Bradford, Brady
J. Causin, Larry T. Dal-
ton, Walter R. Emmerson,
Jr., Aaron Gedatos, Lloyd
Gray, Vincent G. Guerrero,
Joseph M. Hagerty, James
C. Hanson, Fred R.McGrew
Jr., Tary A. Michael, Guada-
lupe J.Montoya, Kenneth E.
Nardinelli, James E. New-
man,Wally R. Owens, Rudy
Rutkauskas, John D. Slaven
and Daniel Zayas.

As the names of the de-
ceased were called out, Less
Murillo of the American Le-
gion rang a bell and som-
berly replied “No Answer”
to indicate they had passed
away.

Ceremony
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other gases that scientists
say trap heat in the Earth’s
atmosphere to obtain per-
mits for each ton they emit.

Some of those permits
are auctioned off by the
state, which raises lots of
money. This year, for exam-
ple, the program will gen-
erate about $3.3 billion,
according to the non-par-
tisan state Legislative Ana-
lyst’s Office. And Brown and
Democratic lawmakers will
spend that money on a va-
riety of programs, includ-
ing $810 million on elec-
tric car rebates and grants,
$730 million on high-speed
rail and $584 million on af-
fordable housing near tran-
sit, among other things.

So far, the state’s ef-

forts are working. Califor-
nia’s overall greenhouse gas
emissions are falling, down
10 percent since the peak
in 2004 despite the state’s
economic and population
growth. The state is on track
to meet the 2020 goals that
Schwarzenegger set, but the
law, known as AB 32, had an
expiration date of 2020.

To extend the program
and avoid court challenges,
Brown andDemocratic law-
makers wheeled and dealed
to gain Republican support
to meet the two-thirds vote
needed in the state Senate
and Assembly to extend the
cap and trade program. As
part of those negotiations
Brown agreed to put the
measure on the June ballot.

If approved, the measure
would require that after Jan.
1, 2024, the decision on how
to spend the state’s cap-and-
trade proceedsmust require

a two-thirds majority from
the Legislature. Then the de-
cision reverts back to sim-
ple majority rule — like it is
now. It is supported by Gov.
Jerry Brown and the Califor-
nia Chamber of Commerce,
but opposed by the Califor-
niaDemocratic Party, the Si-
erra Club and other environ-
mental groups.

“Last year, California did
what Washington, D.C. has
failed to do,” Brown said in
a statement to this newspa-
per. “Democrats andRepub-
licansworked together to re-
duce pollutionwhile protect-
ing jobs and the economy by
extending California’s land-
mark cap-and-trade pro-
gram. On June 5th, voters
have a chance to vote “yes”
on Proposition 70 to ensure
that the money generated
from this program is spent
in the most cost-effective
and environmentally sound

way possible.”
Democrats have con-

trolled the California Legis-
lature every year since 1997,
and the governor’s office in
13 of the last 20 years. They
are one seat short of a two-
thirds majority in the Sen-
ate and in the Assembly.

Themeasure’s opponents
say that the two-thirds re-
quirement will cause grid-
lock, the way the state bud-
get regularly gridlocked
until voters in 2010 ended
the higher bar. They also
argue that the two-thirds
requirement would likely
meanmore pet projects and
less money for environmen-
tal and pollution reduction
programs.

“Republican legisla-
tors have not been climate
change activists, to say the
least,” said Kathryn Phil-
lips, executive director of
Sierra Club California. “A

good number in the Legis-
lature are outright deniers,
or even if they acknowledge
climate change, they aren’t
willing to do anything sig-
nificant about it. Handing
decision-making for this
funding over to them is
like handing the proverbial
hen house over to the fox to
guard. Theywould probably
prefer to spend the money
to fund oil executive pen-
sions than fund things that
will cut climate pollution
and cut dependence on oil.”

Larry Gerston, a profes-
sor emeritus of political sci-
ence, says the measure may
be baffling to many voters.

“This is one of those “pol-
itics makes strange bedfel-
lows” situations,” Gerston
said, adding: “So many of
California’s ballot initia-
tives are confusing, and this
would appear to be one of
them.”

Prop 70
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complex program, state an-
alysts say that in a little over
a decade emissions could
soar much higher than the
legally binding level.

Checking themath on cap
and trade has taken on ur-
gency this year because the
state is leaning more heav-
ily on the system to reduce
greenhouse-gas emissions.
The air board projects the
program will account for
about 46 percent of annual
reductions in coming years,
a figure that has surprised

many experts.
One calculation is out of

California’s control: a pos-
sible political shift in On-
tario, Canada, after pro-
vincial elections there next
month. One leading candi-
date has vowed to disman-
tle the province’s cap-and-
trade system, which par-
ticipates in California’s
emissions-trading market.
A Canadian withdrawal
could undermine California
officials’ message about its
stability and growth as they
recruit other states and na-
tions to join.

Far more troubling are
red flags highlighted in re-
ports from academia, the

nonpartisan Legislative An-
alyst’s Office, independent
market experts and other
major carbon markets, all
concluding that California
has a serious problem with
too many unused pollution
credits.

In the cap-and-trade
system, major polluters
must either produce fewer
greenhouse gases to comply
with California’s emissions
caps or buy credits to offset
their excess emissions from
companies that pollute less.
Credits are traded at state-
sanctioned auctions and on
secondarymarkets. And the
state gives some free to util-
ities, natural-gas suppliers

and industries that are vul-
nerable to out-of-state com-
petition.

Some companies have
not yet needed to use up the
allowances to stay within
state emissions limits and
probably won’t have to in
the next couple of years,
according to some analysts,
who estimate there are hun-
dreds of thousands of un-
used credits in the system.

The result is a glut of
credits that could allow
businesses to keep pollut-
ing past state limits in later
years, after the overall cap
becomes more restrictive.
Unless the oversupply is
addressed, experts say, pol-

luters will have no incentive
to cut emissions to required
levels by 2030; instead, in-
dustries could continue
polluting and use banked
allowances to offset their
emissions and technically
keep them under the cap.

The state Legislative An-
alyst’s Office foresees a reck-
oning, estimating that be-
cause of excess allowances,
actual emissions could be as
much as 30 percent over the
statewide target by 2030.

One analyst likened the
problem to a game of musi-
cal chairs that starts with
too many chairs and allows
participants to save seats
for later.

Emissions
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to a restaurant with her
husband to prove that yes,
she knows that language
too, and to avoid the nasty
looks she unfortunately
gets while conversing in her
native tongue.

“I notice more now with
this current government
that people are more im-
patient and there’s more of
a lack of understanding,”
said Mucarsel, of Anaheim.
“When you speak Spanish,
they automatically judge
you thinking you don’t
speak English, and that is
a huge ignorant idea.”

Beingmultilingual in the
United States brings advan-
tages like job opportunities
and social connections. But
speaking something other
than English in some pub-
lic places also can risk
drawing unwanted atten-
tion, as evidenced recently
by widely viewed videos of
a rant by a New York lawyer
against restaurant workers
and a Border Patrol agent in
Montana questioning peo-
ple for speaking Spanish.

In thatMay 16 encounter,
the agent told Ana Suda and
her friend he wanted to see
their IDs because he over-
heard them conversing in
Spanish in a store, and he
deemed that suspiciously

rare in her hometown of
Havre, about 30 miles (48
kilometers) from the Ca-
nadian border. A U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection
spokesman said the episode
is under review, but noted
that agents have broad dis-
cretion to question people.

Afterward, Suda steered
clear of blaming President
Donald Trump, at least not
directly, for what she and
others perceive as rougher
treatment from strangers.

“What I know is like,
probably a year ago, a year-
and-a-half ago, I started
feelingmore, you know, like
that people say a little more
things,” she said.

It’s not just Spanish; na-
tive speakers of Arabic,
Farsi and many Asian and
Indian tongues have long
had to make the personal
choice of when to stray
from English. But some La-
tinos in particular feel the
Trump administration’s
harsh rhetoric and tougher
policies toward immigrants
from Mexico and Central
America have helped turn
unwelcome glances into
open hostility.

“The bottom line is anti-
immigrant sentiment is
now a part of mainstream
discourse. It is not only
present in barrooms, in the
heartland — it is present at
press briefings in Washing-
ton, D.C.,” said Brian Levin,
director of the Center for

the Study of Hate and Ex-
tremism at California State
University, San Bernardino.

In the United States, one
in five people age 5 and over
speak a language other than
English at home, according
to data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau. In immigrant-
friendly Los Angeles, more
than half of people do.

About 60 percent of peo-
ple in the country who
speak another language
said they also speak Eng-
lish very well.

For most, that language
is Spanish. About 40million
people in the United States
speak Spanish and surveys
have shown that retaining
the language is important
to Latinos, said Jens Man-
uel Krogstad, a writer at the
nonpartisan Pew Research
Center in Washington.

For many, speaking
Spanish isn’t an option but
a necessity to communicate
with immigrant parents,
grandparents or friends
who don’t know English —
or know enough to get by
but feel more comfortable
in their own language.

For others, it is a choice
— sometimes deliberate,
and sometimes the barely
conscious tug of a language
they’ve always known. It’s
the language of their first
words. Or the language they
were taught math in, which
makes the task of counting
change easier even though

their English is flawless.
Or maybe they fell in

love in Spanish, and it just
doesn’t translate.

Some native speakers
might slip into Spanish to
evaluate an iffy deal they’re
being offered on a car, or
to gently reprimandmisbe-
having childrenwithout the
rest of the world knowing.

“When I was growing
up my mom spoke to us in
Spanish when we were in
trouble,” saidVanessaViana,
37, who grewup inNorthern
California. “I think she was
raised that things we say in
Spanish are private.”

Viana said that doesn’t
really work where she now
lives in Los Angeles since
Spanish is so prevalent. She
speaks Spanish everywhere
with her two young sons,
hoping they’ll retain the lan-
guage and take pride in it.

The New York lawyer’s ti-
rade also drewwinces from
official English advocate
Mauro E. Mujica, a Chilean
immigrant who speaks five
languages including Span-
ish. The chairman and chief
executive of U.S. English
said he wants the country
to encourage immigrants
to learn English — not pre-
clude them from speaking
other languages.

“I think that is a crazy
overreaction that gives a
bad name to people like us
who are trying to have the
ability to make English as

an official language,” Mu-
jica said. “People can speak
whatever they want to
speak when they’re in pub-
lic or with their friends.”

In recent years, schools
in states around the U.S.,
not just the immigrant-
heavy coasts, have hon-
ored students who graduate
high school knowing Eng-
lish and at least one more
language. In careers rang-
ing from law enforcement
to health care, people said
being bilingual has been
an advantage and brought
more opportunities.

Diana Olivera said know-
ing Spanish has proven crit-
ical at her job as a pediatric
nurse at a Phoenix hospital,
where most of her patients’
families speak Spanish.

“The people that I work
with, they love it because
it’s beneficial to all of us,”
she said.

Above all, Spanish, for
many, is the language of
family and culture, and
pulls on the heart. Mucar-
sel, who speaks fluent Eng-
lish with an accent that she
said has drawn discrimina-
tion, speaks Spanish when-
ever she feels comfortable
doing so or when she wants
to help others feel at ease.
And it’s the language she
naturally turns to when she
sees her family.

“It is lovely to speak your
native language,” she said.
“It comes from your soul.”

Spanish
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JIM SMITH — DAILY DEMOCRAT

Members of the Douglass Middle School choir perform the National Anthem during
Memorial Day Services at the Woodland Cemetery.
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